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  “The quality of being friendly, 
generous and considerate” This is the Google 
definition of Kindness. But im sure you will 
find that the definition of kindness is not 
your qualities but your actions. All around 
the world people practice impatience, cruelty 
and violence. Very few believe in a vague 
concept called kindness. The reason its vague 
is that the definition of kindness changes 
from person to person. At Gulf Coast High 
School there are a select few of students that 
walk around spreading the joy, its surprising 
how many cannot define kindness in their 
own words. 
 “Kindness means that… I don’t 
know. What’s the definition of kindness,” 
Sophomore, Taylor LaMure stated. “I guess 
it means going out your way to ensure other 
people’s happiness even if it doesn’t concern 
yourself.”
 All around the world students 
are taught to be kind and care about other 
people’s feelings. They call it the Golden 
Rule; do to others what you want don’t upon 
yourself. This is practiced all through out 
elementary, middle, and high school. There 
are consequences if you choose to be rude 
and stop exercising your need to be kind to 
others. The question is, why do we lose track 
of kindness if its something that is so widely 
practiced.
 “kindness is the way that someone 
acts and how they handle their attitude,” 
Junior Michele Jimenez stated. “sometimes 
kindness is a trait that can come and go or 
be confused with caring or loving or even 

flirting. All those things tie into kindness, but 
sometimes you see someone, and you think 
oh he’s loving or he’s sympathetic but it’s not 
always kindness.”
 Even with the concept of kindness 
is beginning to fade with each generation, it 
can be taught in class rooms and other influ-
ential environments. Being respectful and be-
ing kind are both a learned behavior through 
out the cultures. You should be kind to most 
people that you meet because you don’t 
know what they are dealing with. Teachers 
can teach their students kindness by making 
sure that it is frequent around the class room. 
This will have several positive effects on the 
student and their interaction with students, 
teachers, and members of the community. 
 Teaching students from a young age 
the importance of kindness can reduce bul-
lying rates that will continue to decrease and 
follow all the war through to middle school, 
high school, and eventually into their career 
and community. We have all heard the saying 
“Kill them with kindness.” This can apply 
to many situations whether it be bullying or 
when a fellow employer loses sight of their 
idea of kindness, it’s a lot harder to be rude 
when the person is agreeing with what is be-
ing said and even complimenting the attacker 
or bully. Kindness is extremely important 
to many people and, when in practice, is 
extremely helpful and uplifting to everyone 
who surrounds themselves and others in the 
words of kindness. While the definitions 
of kindness do vary from person to person, 
the overlapping theme is the idea of actions 
being louder then words.

   I t is a universally 
acknowledged truth that a 
high school is only as good as 
its band. On November 17th, 
2017 at seven PM, our band 
proved this true once again, 
dazzling the audience as they 
played through the night at it’s 
annual On November 17th, 
2017 at seven PM, our band 
proved this true once again, 
dazzling the audience as they 
played through the night at 
it’s annual Prism Concert. . 
First appearing was the Gulf 
Coast High Wind Ensemble 
playing “Jingle Them Bells” 
in a smooth and rhythmic 
way. This musical piece was 
arranged by Julie Giroux. 
Changing tunes, a sung 
ballad titled “Make You Feel 
My Love” was performed 
by Emma Masteo, Alyssa 
Long and Ashby Sundall. 
They all did a wonderful job 
covering the original 2008 
Adele tune. Directly after 
this, the Percussion Ensemble 
did a lovely job with “Cross 
Corners” and shortly after 
the Concert Band belted out 
“A Christmas Fanfare” with 
the help of James Curnow. 
Singers Chris Campo, Griffith 
Conrecode, Malachi Gabbard, 
Kyle Catino, Michael Mad-
ison and Gabrielle Gabbard 
churned out a rendition of “I 
Will Wait”, first written by 
Mumford and Sons. 
     Performed after this, 
soloist Annabella Toledo sung 
“Somewhere Only We Know” 
and Betsy Germann have out 
a chorus of “Praying” by pop 
star Ke$ha. “A Christmas 
Serenade” was assembled by 
Warren Barker and performed 
by the Symphonic Band. 
Another 
perfor-
mance 
came 
from 
Dylan 
Clark, 
Micah 
Evans, AJ 
Rodri-
guez, 
Dominic 
Young 
and 
Gabriel 
Chalick. This group joined 
together to create “Hallelu-
jah” in their own beautiful 
way. The saxophone section 
did an acoustic rendition 
of Katy Perry’s “Firework” 
right before Natalee and Lily 
Barancik did a light-footed 
Celtic step dance of tradi-
tional Celtic culture. The 
Symphonic Winds then 
struck up with “Ruckus”. 
Kilee Bilmyre sang “Sweater 

Weather” with San Fedele 
doing an accompanying flag 
routine flawlessly.  Singing 
in Spanish, AJ Rodriguez 
did an amazing job with a 
version of “My Way” while 
a folding table was slowly 
being pushed onto stage. The 
audience cheered for AJ and 
looked to the next act. First, a 
group of boys walked in and 
sat down, sipping from mock 
cups of coffee and nodding 
their heads to show approval. 
Next, the quartet-made up of 
the Percussion Ensemble-be-
gan to scrape, bang and clink 
their cups 
on the table, 
forming a 
melody not 
known to 
most. A fifth 
member 
walked past, 
and the 
boys panto-
mimed absolute shock, with 
one having his mouth drop 
open, only to have it closed by 
the newcomer. They con-
tinued to make their music, 
shifting their cans amongst 
each other to add a lovely 
visual effect. As the curtain 
was drawn on their act, the 
back of the room lit up in pink 
and the first notes of “How 
Far I’ll Go” from the Moana 
soundtrack, written by “Ham-
ilton: An American Musical” 
star Lin-Manuel Miranda 
drifted from the GCHS Flute 
Band. They did great and the 
next few acts were smash hits 
with the audience. 
     First, the Jazz Band 
chipped in with an always 
classic “Santa Claus is Com-
ing to Town,” sending the 
audience into a frenzy when 

there were vocals added in. 
The popular and heartbreak-
ing “Sunshine” by The Civil 
Wars was covered by siblings 
Malachi and Gabrielle 
Gabbard with third member 
Michael Madison. Snippets of 
the lyrics and single phrases 
drifted through the crowd and 
at the chorus, nearly a whole 
section was singing along. 
Next, a haunting song titled 
“Sophie’s Choice” about a 

girl suffering from anorexia 
nervosa, was danced to by 
Alexandra Igoe, Annabel-
la Toledo, Ashby Sundall, 
Elaine Kim, Elizabeth Parker, 
Sophia Villaverde and Taylor 
Landis-members of the Dance 
or Flag Line. It was not un-
common at this time to hear a 
few sniffles going through the 
crowd and a large applause 
was awarded to them at the 
end. Countering this, the up-
beat “Livin’ on a Prayer” was 
showcased in the back of the 
auditorium, and the clapping 
of many hands provided a 

beat to the 
Tuba tune. 
“Scat Cat”, 
a Jazz fa-
vorite, was 
done justice 
by non 
other than 
the Jazz 
Band, the 

riffs bringing an excitement 
around the room. Artist on 
the rise Billie Eilish’s voice 
seeped out of the speakers as 
Lauren Fletcher and Lauren 
Roach delivered a sassy 
dance routine to her hit song 
“Copycat”.
       A roar erupted from the 
crowd as the band members 
jumped around in front, 
packing a punch with snippets 
of the beloved “High School 
Musical.” Several other songs, 
including summer single 
“Despacito” were performed, 
the select teen bop being done 
by the GCHS Trumpets. 
    “It was fun but draining. 
There was lots of energy 
and we put lots of effort into 
Prism.” trumpet player Alex-
ander Bundy claimed.
      Almost anyone in band 
would agree with him. Jack 
Cassidy later churned out 
“Banana Pancakes” and even 
further down the line, the 
clarinets played the radio 
sensation “Feel it Still”. An 
amazing performance came 
from the Dance Line with 
“Road Trip” and followed by 
that was Jonathan Dent, who 
sung painfully real “Working 
Class Hero” by John Lennon. 
The dubbed Man Line shone 
with an energetic “Greased 
Lightning” dance, and lots of 
cheers rose from the audience. 
     “It was challenging and 
a bit scary, but all the work 
paid off” Mai “Luna” Dabees 
contributed after the show. 
The Drumline went with a 
classic choice of “Candance” 
as the entire band was ready 
for their final performance of 
our famous “Elvis!” show, ril-
ing up the crowd to be proud 
with GCHS spirit.

  Do you ever “Wonder” how you 
could help make a difference at GCHS? Sim-
ple things such as going to view a movie may 
help benefit your school! You too can become 
a “Miracle Worker” and help support the 
theater department at Gulf Coast High School. 
From now to November 19th, if you purchase 
a ticket to go see the movie “Wonder,” $1 
of the ticket sale will go directly to the Gulf 
Coast High School theater department to 
help support their upcoming play “Miracle 
Worker,” as well as the drama department as 
a whole.  
The movie is based on the best-selling novel 
“Wonder” written by Raquel J. Palacio, who 
writes under her pen name R. J. Palacio. R. 
J. Palacio wrote this book after an incident 
in which she and her three-year old son saw 
a young girl with birth defects. She went on 
to write this book with the hopes of teaching 
society a valuable lesson. “Wonder” tells 
about a boy named August “Auggie” Pullman 
who was diagnosed with what he refers to as 
“mandibulofacial dysostosis,” a type of facial 
deformity. It details his life as he goes to a 
school for the first time, as he was always ho-
meschooled by his loving mother. The movie 
portrays many different aspects of life and 
accentuates on how rude children may be to 
one another based on looks alone. Throughout 
the movie, one may see Auggie blossom and 
flourish. This movie may have been chosen 
to help benefit the drama department because 
of its uncanny similarity to the playwright 

“Miracle Worker.” Both productions detail 
the lives of children who have disabilities that 
cause them to go through life a little different-
ly than most children. 
“It has really helped me grow as an actress 
and has really given me a better appreciation 
for what Helen Keller accomplished,” Grace 
Lauther stated.  
Gulf Coast High School’s upcoming play 
“Miracle Worker” is based on the true story 
of Helen Keller, who was both blind and deaf. 
Throughout the production, Helen is taught 
by her driven teacher Annie Sullivan. During 
the play Annie struggles to help Helen and 
her family understand how Helen will become 
capable of achieving great things despite her 
disabilities. Although Helen becomes violent 
and quite angry, Annie begins to show her 
and her family a whole new way of looking 
at the world around them. For the cast, this 
playwright has helped them realize how much 
they can accomplish through a singular role. 
“For me personally, the play has been an 
amazing challenge when it comes to devel-
opment of my character and I feel that it has 
stretched my physical acting techniques to 
new places that I never knew I could have 
gone to,” Katie Vernon, who takes the charac-
ter of Helen Keller, stated. 
The cast of “Miracle Worker” practices five 
days a week from 2:30 to 4:30. This produc-
tion takes a tremendous amount of effort; 
nonetheless, the final production will be worth 
every ounce of it. “Miracle Worker” will be 
performed on December seventh through the 
ninth. 

Play it Again, Sam! Kindness is the Key to 
Happiness

By: Taelynne MasshardtBy: Brenna Audrey 

Be a “Miracle Worker”, Support the GCHS 
Theater Department!

By: Claudia Kahl

“It was chal-
lenging and a bit 
scary, but all the 
work paid off”

“On November 17th, 
2017 at seven PM, our 
band proved this true 

once again, dazzling the 
audience as they played 
through the night at it’s 
annual Prism Concert.”



Respect Rules! Don’t Ridicule! 

FEATURES
Stand Up to Bullying!

Bullying is a type of judge-
ment that can cause emotional, 
physical, verbal, or sexual dam-
age. Although sexual bullying 
does not usually occur in an ed-
ucational setting, emotion, phys-
ical, and verbal bullying does. 
During school, multiple cases 
of bullying have appeared in the 
past few years. “More than one 
out of every five (20.8%) stu-
dents report being bullied.” The 
National Center of Educational 
Statistics, in a survey in 2016, 
stated.

Everyone knows that bullying 
can damage a person, but bully-
ing can also have certain effects 
on different people. “Students 
who experience bullying are at 
increased risk for poor school 
adjustment, sleep difficulties, 
anxiety, and depression.” Stated 
a survey from the Center for 
Disease Control. This proves 
that starting in high school 
young adults can develop long 
term damage due to the effects 
of bullying. 

Although bullying rates have 
gone down in the past few years, 
it might be due to how many 
people are not coming forward 
and reporting a situation when 
bullying was present. Ways to 
report bullying include telling a 
trusted adult or guardian about 
the incident. You can even go 

to your guidance counselor at 
school and ask to report some-
one anonymously if you feel that 
you need to. Reporting someone 
anonymously may convey a 
sense of bravery or power be-
cause the person is standing up 
for something they have been 
dealing with. It could possibly 
prevent others from experienc-

ing emotional or physical abuse 
in the future as well.

Bullying can mainly occur in 
a school setting or online. In an 
educational environment, bully-
ing can cause very extreme ef-
fects depending on the person. 
Some may find that being made 
fun of or being bullied doesn’t 
affect them and some may find 
that it causes anxiety and sui-
cidal thoughts. Cyberbullying 
is a type of bullying that occurs 
through social media or on an 
electronic device. Sometimes 
the bully may hurt someone’s 
feelings with a direct account or 
anonymously use a fake account. 
On social media, when a person 
posts a picture someone might 

comment something using the 
words “ugly” or “disgusting” to 
describe the way another person 
looks. This can detrimentally in-
fluence the way someone feels 
about themselves. A young teen 
may feel confident enough to 
post a picture he or she thought 
they looked good. When a fel-
low student or anonymous ac-
count comments something like 
“ew” or “gross”, it brings down 
someone’s emotional and some-
times physical confidence. 

At the end of the day, the way 
someone feels about another 
person should not change the 
way they feel about themselves. 
There are always ways to over-
come something as traumatic as 
being bullied. Someone should 
always try and confront bullies 
or take a stand in their lives 
and should have the courage to 
speak up to a trusted adult. If a 
person seems to be getting bul-
lied bystanders should not be 
afraid to report the situation to a 
nearby authoritive figure. Take 
a stand against bullying and be 
the generation that stops it once 
and for all.

Ask a first grader what one 
of the most important things is in 
school and they will tell you respect. 
Ask a middle schooler what an im-
portant principle is and they will 
have the same reply. Now, if you 
ask a high schooler how to properly 
treat someone, they might tell you 
respect with a snarky tone. Respect 
is one of the most important princi-
ples in life and it should be taught 
and reinforced all throughout the 
development of childhood to adult-
hood. Unfortunately, the teaching of 
respect stops after eighth grade. It 
becomes an expected thing. Adults 
expect all kids or young adults to 
know what respect is and how to 
demonstrate it. The problem is, the 
longer a person goes without a small 
refresher course on one of the most 
essential principles, the more likely 
they are to forget what they are and 
how to express them in a proper 
manner.  

Respect may range from the way 
you talk to your teachers and your 
peers. Respecting teachers is one of 
the most overlooked things in high 
school. Some may think that it is 
“cool” to talk back or sass a teacher, 
when it really isn’t. Your teacher 
should be respected as you would 
respect your idol.  

Would you badmouth the person 
who you look up to the most, be 
it a celebrity or family member? 
Hopefully you wouldn’t. Teachers 
are so overlooked it is saddening to 
many. Respect doesn’t necessarily 
mean giving people gifts, a simple 
saying such as, “Have a nice week-
end,” shows respect. The teachers 
of America, and all throughout the 
world, are raising the youth to be-
come professional and are supplying 
them essential mechanisms that they 
will need to be successful in every-
day life when they grow up. Your 
teachers tend to give you sugges-
tions on things because they want 
to see you grow up to be successful 
and prosper in life. You should thank 
them for those suggestions and for 
all that they do to help you become 
the best version of yourself. 

“When I see people disrespecting 
their teachers it really makes me irri-
tated” Abby Pogel stated. “I think it 
also shows their immaturity.” 

 Along with showing respect to 
teachers, respect should also be 
shown to peers. Over 3.2 million 
students fall victim to bullying each 
school year. Reteaching and en-

forcing respect will definitely have 
the ability to lower that number. 
Your peers don’t have to be treated 
like they are a god or celebrity, but 
they do deserve respect. As you go 
through life, you will never know 
what issues someone is facing on 
that particular day. The boy you 
made fun of for crying in class could 
be going through a tough financial 
situation at home or even some-
thing worse. The girl you pushed in 
the hallway could have faced a past 
filled with abuse. Instead of mocking 
people and making fun of them for 
things that they cannot control, lend 
a helping hand and share a smile 
with them to help brighten their day.  

“Respect should always be given, 
it is not something that can really be 
earned,” Spencer Kirkwood stated.  

A small showing of respect has 
the ability travel far. The next time 
someone holds a door open for you, 
try saying thank you. They didn’t 
have to hold it open for you, but 
they did because that may be a sign 
of respect to them. It is amazing how 
quickly high schoolers can forget 
that other people are facing prob-
lems too. If you respect others then 
they will respect you as well.   

“Respecting someone means to 
have an understanding of their be-
liefs and taking them into account 
during your own actions,” Connor 
Doyle stated. “You can respect peo-
ple by refraining from making com-
ments that could make them feel 
uncomfortable or upset.” 

Not only should respect be re-
inforced throughout school, but it 
should also be enforced throughout 
life. Even adults could use a re-
fresher course on respect. Just be-
cause they are older than you does 
not give them the right to treat you 
with any less respect.  

“I had a teacher last year who was 
very racist toward me,” an Anony-
mous student stated. “She made me 
feel really indifferent. I chose not to 
say anything and she got away with 
it. It still upsets me to this day.”  

If everyone in the world shows 
a one act of respect and kindness a 
day, we will soon watch the world 
blossom into a truly happy place. A 
world filled with respect is a world 
worth working toward. So, ditch 
those bad, horrid habits and replace 
them with ones that will demonstrate 
respect. Respect those around you 
and those above you.

When walking into a high school class-
room color is usually not the first thing someone 
would take note of. However, the colors incorpo-
rated in a classroom have multiple effects on the 
way students learn.

It is widely known that emotion and color are 
intertwined together. “The key to creating an en-
vironment conductive to learning in a classroom 
is to not over-stimulate learners. Overstimula-
tion is often caused by large amounts of bright 
colors, especially reds and oranges. Calmness, 
relaxation, happiness and comforts are feelings 
elicited by colors such as green and blue.”- 
Stated Smith System. By having cool colors in 
a classroom environment, the mood of the whole 
class would be able to change for the better. Of 
course, there are other colors besides green and 

blue that can improve and change the setting of a 
classroom. For example, the color orange can lift 
moods for students. As long as it’s not overbear-
ing. The opposite of this affect is also true. When 
there is too much of a bright color in a room it can 
cause confusion and headaches for those in them. 
This occurs with many people that have bright 
colored rooms and become very annoyed every 
time they walk in the said bright room. 

The reason color has this effect on the mood 
of people is because it can actually go into your 
brain as a wave, and causes reactions in the brain 
therefore effecting the mood. “Color, as part of 
the electromagnetic spectrum, is in its purest form 
energy, a wavelength, which has its own mag-
netic frequency. Colors can affect neurological 
pathways in the brain. And they can create a bio-
chemical response.” Stated Karla Gutierrez from 

Shift Learning. However, most schools do not 
take the mood of colors into mind when choosing 
how to build their schools, rather choosing to go 
buy the cost and availability of resources. How-
ever, for people to be affected by colorful walls 
of a classroom do not need to be painted electric 
blue. But it is strongly encouraged for teachers to 
attempt to incorporate color into the classroom 
environment. Little things like brighter desks and 
posters on the walls can drastically improve the 
environment in said classroom. 

When the mood of students is essentially 
calmer it would lead to more productive use of 
their time at school. In addition to that, the re-
lationships between students will grow and 
blossom. This leads to more partnership and 
trust within the classroom.  When students are 
surrounded by white walls, gray floors, and gray 

desk they will not be able to help themselves to 
feeling bored and uninterested in the lessons. 
The bland colors make students uninterested in 
what is being taught and completing any work. 
By bighting up a room students will experience 
a change of environment from the average high 
school classroom, which will definitely brighten 
up their mood and make them much more aware 
of their surroundings.

If teachers want students to be more attentive 
and participative they should find ways to incor-
porate brighter colors into their classroom. The 
results of a change in environment for the stu-
dents will have definite improvements on their 
grades and overall attitude towards the class. 

The Colors of Your Mind

By: Taylor LaMure
By: Claudia Kahl

By: Alexandra Ushakova
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“Courage is fire, 
and bullying is 

smoke.”
- Benjamin Disraeli

Photo Courtesy Of Google Images



If you go into the library 
during sixth period, you may 
notice a group of about eight 
people passionately discuss-
ing political reform or local 
law, and if you’re lucky, you 
may gain insight on why 
oil fracking is detrimental 
to the health of young chil-
dren. For the average person, 
these conversations seem to 
be less than appealing.  Most 
high school-aged kids would 
rather talk about topics that 
pertain to their immediate 
life not Ms. Layne’s debate 
kids. Last year, they kicked 
off the debate team with a 
spectacular start. They won 
all but two rounds and took 
the team all the way to the 
final match against Lely 
High School losing by a 
hair. The team is determined 
to take home the victory 
this school year! They had a 
great start on November 18 
winning both debates they 
participated in. “We have 
such a strong team this year, 
I feel very confident about 
are chances to succeed!” said 
Senior Kaitie McPhee.

 Juniors Josh Shelton and 
Meghan Hawkesworth,  
alongside Kaitie, beat Im-
mokalee High School in 
a debate on anti-ballistic 
missiles in South Korea. 
“It’s so cool to watch all 
our hard work come to life 
I’m excited to be a part of 
such an interesting thing, I 
have learned so much about 
things most people don’t 
even know about.” Thomas 
Iacovino added. Gulf coast 
also went up against Naples 

High School in a debate 
about the implementation of 
universal background checks 
the second team consisted  of 
Sophomore Violet Aune, Ju-
nior Alex Bilter and Senior 
Ilana Pedro-cirabisi; They 
lost the coin toss and got 
put on the negative side of 
the debate, but the girls gave 
an evidence-driven case 
and wowed the judges with 
their positive demeanor and 
their debate skills ultimately 
resulting in a win for the 
sharks. “I felt the most con-
fident today; I wasn’t really 
nervous,” said Alex Bilter 
“My team and I did so much 
research I feel like we could 
have gotten either side and 
done just as well.”

The GCHS debate team 
is a great way to improve 
upon your public speaking 
skills and confidence. At 
the debate on November 18 
one of the judges told the 
team that they are a great 
example, this is exactly 
what judges look for they 
all dressed appropriately and 
were complimented on their 
complete comprehension of 
both topics, She told Gulf 
Coasts opposing team this is 
exactly what we want to see 
from you in future debates.  
The debate team would like 
to give credit to Ms. Layne 
who they say always tries to 
give them the upper hand, 
she takes the time out of her 
busy schedule to help them 
with anything they could 
possible need and is always 
giving them new ideas on 
how to improve their debate 
skills. 

“She is pretty much a 
miracle worker if you ask 
me,” said senior Ilana Pe-
dro-Cirabisi “our whole 
team just adores her, we ac-
tually named our group chat 
Marsha Laynes fan club.”  
The team is also extremely 
excited to see their newest 
members grow as debat-
ers both Carter Kruse and 
Thomas Iacovino show so 
much potential. “It’s always 
great to have new people 
joining our team! Unfortu-
nately, since only six people 
can debate per competition 
they didn’t get a chance to 
show their skills at this tour-
nament but when they do 
they are going to do great.” 
said Josh Shelton, the debate 
team’s co-captain.

The team is ready to bring 
home the first-place trophy 
this year, and they will be 
working hard for it too! De-
bate is one of those things 
that you must be ready to 
commit yourself to; it re-
quires a lot of research and 
hard work.  The Sharks team 
practices every day leading 
up to their tournaments and 
they spend countless hours 
editing their speeches and 
bouncing ideas off each 
other.  Their next debate is 
this December but that won’t 
stop them from preparing 
their arguments weeks in ad-
vance! So, the next time you 
see the group of them work-
ing hard in the library, re-
member that they aren’t just 
arguing for arguments sake!

Gary Paulsen was born 
on May 17, 1939, in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota. His father, 
Oscar Paulsen was a career 
army officer who spent most 
of World War II overseas. 
Paulsen did not meet his father 
until he was seven years old, 
spending some time throughout 
his childhood with his aunts, 
grandmother, and various other 
relatives. When he was seven, 
he and his mother joined his 
father in the Philippines, where 
they lived for two years. He 
then returned to Minnesota. At 
the age of fourteen, Gary ran 
away from home and joined a 
carnival. During the summer 
after he had run away, Paulsen 
had a lot of adventures and 
experiences that affected al-
most all of his novels. Paulsen 
had various jobs including a 
dogsled racer, a fur trapper, 
and a former missile-tracker. 
Although he was never a ded-
icated student, Paulsen devel-
oped a passion for reading at an 
early age, which was the base 
for his desire to write.

Hatchet is written in the per-
spective of Brian Robeson as it 
follows him through his trials 
in trying to survive in the Ca-
nadian wilderness. On his way 
to see his father who lived in 
Canada, the pilot who flew the 
small plane that Brian was fly-
ing in, has a heart attack and 
ends up dying while the plane 
is airborne. The scene from 
the book was taken from Gary 
Paulsen’s own personal expe-
riences. He himself witnessed 
a plane crash on his way to 

live with his father, and that 
to was due to the pilot having 
a heart attack. The survivors of 
that plane crash however, were 
taken care of by Gary’s mother 
and the corpsman who was an-
other crew member on the boat 
with them. Another aspect that 
is in the book that had come 
from Paulsen’s personal life 
was how Brian’s mother was 
having an affair, which there-
fore started started a divorce 
between Brian’s mother and 
father. After Paulen and his 
mother finaly arrived in the 
Philippines his mother also 
began to have an affair with 
the same corpsman she had as-
sisted while on the boat to the 
Philippines.

When the pilot died, his 
body fell on the controls that 
steered the plane, throwing it 
off course. Brian, being in a 
state of chock, stuggles to get 
the plane leveled out to prevent 
it from crashing into anything. 
He succeeds, but after he is cer-
tain that the plane isn’t plum-
meting to the ground, he leans 
back in his chair and tries to 
evaluate his situation. In do-
ings so, Brian gets so distracted 
trying to figure out what had 
just happened, and he doesn’t 
realize that the plane is flying 
further and further off course. 
Pretty soon, the plane starts to 
run out of gas, forcing Brian 
to try and land the plane even 
though he doesn’t have any ex-
perience with piloting a plane. 
With a whole lot of luck, Brian 
finds an “L” shaped lake and 
crash-lands the plane there, 
giving him just enough time to 
get out with his life.

Unfortunately for Brian, the 
plane crash was the least of his 
worries. Now, he has to figure 
out how to survive with noth-
ing but himself, a hatchet that 
his mother had given him just 
before he left to see his father, 
twenty-dollars and sixty-two 
cents, fingernail clippers, and 
some odd pieces of paper. 
The question is, how can he 
survive? During his days in 
the Canadian woods, Brian is 
faced with a porcupine, a bear, 
a tornado, hunger, swarms of 
mosquitoes, and a corpse who 
haunts him from the bottom of 
the “L” shaped lake he landed 
in. How will Brian survive 
these attacks? Will Brian ever 
be rescued? When? Is this a 
page turning kind of book? 
Yes, yes it is. This book is 
highly recommended for those 
who love to read adventures 
and survival stories. After all, 
“A book is a friend, you can 
never have to many of them,” 
Gary Paulsen said himself.

Arguments For Arguments Sake
By: Meghan Hawkesworth

By: Alejandra Sanchez
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Collier County’s Book Adventures:
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

It’s a Bird! It’s a Plane! No, It’s the Justice League!

Justice League has been a major subject 
of controversy within the movie-going world. 
Movie critics, who are the go-to for many peo-
ple across the world have been describing the 
movie as “cheap-looking” (Sara Stewart - New 
York Post) and so poorly made that “even the 
strength of Superman couldn’t turn” (Jonathan 
L. Fischer - Slate) it for the better. The common 
American public, however, holds a contrasting 
opinion as they have rated it as being four and 
a half stars according to the Fandango website. 
One user, Lyndonviteri, described the mov-
ie-going experience as being “better than (the) 
Avengers”, and another, Risejudah, as a posi-
tively thrilling “emotional rollercoaster”. One 
of the movie’s biggest sources of controversy, 
however, was in the casting choice of one par-
ticular character, “the fastest man alive”, to be 
exact. 

Barry Allen is known by many to be a promi-
nent figure in the DC comic-lineup. He has just 
recently (October 7, 2014) become a prominent 
figure on household television’s CW Network. 
In The Flash, American actor but Canada res-
ident Grant Gustin plays the starring role. 
Although, in the movie, Ezra Miller plays ev-
eryone’s favorite speedster. Dedicated fans to 
the show, such as Mikayla Antle, flash aficio-
nado, described the choice of actor for playing 
Flash as “disappointing” prior to the movie, but 
“far less disappointing than expected” after she 
saw Ezra Miller in action. She reflects the view 
of many Flash-fans, but some diehard fans re-
fused to give the Justice League a fair chance. 
Although, the Justice League is not only about 
the Flash.

The characters are undoubtedly one of the 
most important parts of a movie, what makes it 
or breaks it. The first and last character to arrive 
on scene is Superman, played by Henry Cavill. 
Superman, through the first few minutes, shows 
his typically noble demeanor until he dies. This 

is a reference to the Batman versus Superman 
flick of 2016. In the first part of the second act, 
a more violent side of him is seen after he is 
resurrected and has forgotten his identity. This 
allows him to be ex-
plored in depth as an 
example of how power 
is only as good or bad 
as the person who 
holds it. For Super-
man, it takes his love, 
Lois Lane to melt the 
Man of Steel’s heart 
and remind him of 
who he truly is. His 
second-closest female 
friend is undoubtedly 
Wonder Woman. 

Wonder Woman, 
played by Gal Gadot, 
maintains her origin 
story of being an “Am-
azon Woman” from 
Themyscira. She is the 
one who kickstarts the 
plot after her home-
land has been attacked 
by Steppenwolf. This 
inspires her to team up 
initially with the will-
ing Batman and Flash 
as well as a few other less-than-willing heroes 
to stop the frightful antagonist. Her search for 
the other heroes solidifies her can-do spirit and 
resilience which has earned her a place in the 
hearts of “go-getter” Marvel fans. Aquaman 
has to be the antithesis to Diana’s (Wonder 
Woman) attitude towards the current events on 
their earth. 

Aquaman, played by Arthur Curry, is a far less 
common figure in modern-times, but with his 
stunning appearance in Justice League, it looks 
like the character might be making a comeback. 

Aquaman is the next to last member to join the 
Justice League, not because he is cold-hearted, 
but because he feels that there are other places 
where he is more needed. This is only until his 

home city of 
Atlantis is at-
tacked, similar 
to the motiva-
tion of Wonder 
Woman. While 
some charac-
ters in a group 
are destined to 
“get along”, 
Aquaman and 
Batman do not 
fall into that 
category. 

B a t m a n , 
played by Ben 
Affleck, is the 
one who first 
informed Aqua-
man of Earth’s 
peril, but not 
without being 
initially thrown 
against a wall. 
Batman is his 
usual self: sub-
jecting him-

self to criticism from his teammates for not 
having any superpowers other than being a 
self-proclaimed billionaire, maintaining a dark 
demeanor although he is well intentioned, and 
being antisocial until forced to “open up” about 
this thoughts and true brilliance. He is accu-
rately portrayed to say the least just as all of the 
characters in the movie. With his various gad-
gets and gizmos and all other perks of being a 
billionaire, Batman might be the flashiest char-
acter on this list, but all characters, even the 
lesser-known, are equally as important. 

Cyborg, played by Ray Fisher, is a less-
er-known character in the league, but his iden-
tity is definitely one of the most interesting. 
Throughout the movie, he has an internal battle 
over if he is more man or machine, more good 
than evil. He is quick-witted, but not unbearably 
so. He has fantastic chemistry with his co-stars, 
making the movie all the more fun to watch. The 
movie, while full of well-rounded characters, is 
not without its flaws, however.

If you are not a fan of Marvel movies in gen-
eral, the Justice League might not be for you. 
It is chalked full of references to other movies, 
including Batman versus Superman and Won-
der Woman. These are definitely highlights for 
frequent movie-watchers, but to new fans, these 
references will just be confusing. The back-
stories are not a primary focus of this movie 
as there are just too many to fairly delve into. 
However, this is strictly a matter of preference. 
If you can enjoy the action and the characters as 
they are, then this movie is a must-see. Accom-
panying good action scenes in a superhero flick 
must be good CGI, and this movie does more 
than deliver. This is the type of movie that must 
be seen in 3D to feel the full effect of the action 
on the screen. It is well-constructed and not too 
gory. This has earned it a mere  PG-13 rating 
at the boxoffice. This in mind, it might not be 
suitable for young children or those sensitive to 
violence. In other words, it does not focus pri-
marily on being a comedy.

 When watching a movie, it is essential to 
watch it through an objective standpoint, not 
through the eyes of predetermined bias. Prede-
termined bias just may be the reason you feel as 
if you are not getting your money’s worth. Only 
you can determine whether a movie has made it 
or broken it. Make your choice.

By: Brianna Antle
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Do You Know the History 
of the Zodiac?

Have you ever given 
thought to how the signs of as-
trology came into being? How 
did each constellation get its 
name? In both astrology and 
historical astronomy, the zodiac 
is a circle of twelve 30-degree 
divisions of celestial longitude 
that are centered upon the eclip-
tic, the apparent path of the sun 
across the celestial sphere over 
the course of the year. The zo-
diac signs as we know them 
today began around 3000 BC 
from the need to have a calen-
dar to be able to tell the time of 
year. The first sign of the zodiac 
is Aries. Aries is attributed to 
those born between March 21 
and April 20. Aries is symbol-
ized by the Ram and element of 
fire, ruled by the planet Mars. 
In Greek mythology, the god of 
war was known as Ares. Those 
born under the Aries star sign are 
passionate and energetic. Those 
born between April 21 and May 
21 fall under Taurus, the sec-
ond sign of the zodiac. Taurus 
is linked with Zeus in Greek 
mythology. Also, it is said to be 
one of the oldest constellations 
in the universe. It was referred 
to as “The Heavenly Bull” in 
Babylonian zodiac. Gemini is 
the third sign in the zodiac, and 
it represents those born between 
May 22 and June 21. The sym-
bol for this zodiac is two twins 
taken from the Greek myth of 
Castor and Pollux. This sign 
is referred to by Mercury, the 
planet of communication, luck, 
and good fortune. People born 
between June 22 and July 22 fall 
under the fourth zodiac sign of 
Cancer. This sun sign is ruled 
by the moon and reflects your 
emotions. The Greek mythology 

behind the crab symbol stems 
from the story of Hercules fight-
ing Hydra. It also symbolizes 
the beginning of summer. Leo is 
the fifth sign in the zodiac, and 
it represents those born between 
July 23 and August 21. Ancient 
Greek mythology recognized it 
as the Nemean Lion. This sign is 
ruled by the elements of fire and 
the sun. People born under this 
sign are said to be courageous 
and always ready for a chal-
lenge. Virgo is the sixth sign of 
the zodiac, and it covers people 
who were born from August 22 
to September 23. In mythology, 
this zodiac sign was associated 
with Demeter and Ceres and 
both were goddesses of nurtur-
ing and fertility. This sign is 
symbolized by the Virgin, who 
indicates purity and innocence. 
Those born between September 
24 and October 23 fall under the 
seventh zodiac sign of Libra. 
This is symbolized by the Scales 
or the Balance. In Roman my-
thology, Libra was thought to 
symbolize the scales of justice 
held by Astraea, goddess of jus-
tice. It symbolizes balance be-
tween different aspects of our 
life. Symbolized by the scor-
pion, Scorpio zodiac personal-
ities are known to be deep and 
mysterious. They are ruled by 
Pluto and Mars. The constella-
tion Scorpius is very bright and 
has two stars, Lesath and Shaula 
that both mean “sting”. A scor-
pion sent by the goddess Arte-
mis (protector of all creatures) 
in Greek mythology killed the 
hunter Orion. If you are born be-
tween November 23 and Decem-
ber 22 you fall under the ninth 
sign of the zodiac, Sagittarius. 
Sagittarius in Greek mythology 
was a centaur. This constellation

 is placed among its neighbors 
so that it shows his arrow point-
ing towards the star Antares, 
the “heart of the scorpion.”Cap-
ricorn, the tenth zodiac sign, 
falls between December 23 and 
January 20. This is a very old 
constellation. The brightest star 
in it, Capricorni, also known as 
Deneb Algedi, roughly trans-
lates from Arabic to mean “the 
tail of the goat.” The Greeks call 
it Amalthea. The eleventh sign 
of the zodiac, Aquarius, falls be-
tween January 21 and February 
19. This is symbolized by the 
Water Bearer and ruled by planet 
Uranus. In Babylonian mythol-
ogy, it represents the god Ea, 
who was often shown carrying 
an overflowing vase.Those born 
between February 20 and March 
20 fall under Pisces, the twelfth 
sign of the zodiac. Pisces sym-
bolizes the fish that Aphrodite 
and her son, Eros, transformed 
into. The constellation is not 
very bright, but the star Alpha 
Piscium roughly translates from 
Arabic as “the cord”. Knowing 
more about the zodiac signs can 
help understand personality and 
physical characteristics.

GC Continues to 
Adopt-A-Family

As a vegan, one are likely to hear 
from many meat and/or deli eaters that his 
or her lifestyle is nearly unattainable for 
them. This is mainly because people be-
lieve that you have to do without certain 
American “necessities” such as hamburg-
ers, hotdogs, steak, milk, coffee and even 
ice cream. Maybe it was that way in the 
past, but as veganism is becoming more 
prominent in the country, more food op-
tions are becoming available to the public. 
One of these options is AdelHeidi’s Or-
ganics. 

Cutting down on sweets has been stud-
ied to aid in losing weight or even feeling 
happier though gaining a better self-im-
age. However, what if someone were to 
only eat the “right” kinds of sweets? Many 
sweets (namely ice cream) are chalked 
full of products from genetically modified 
organisms such as milk and eggs. The en-
trepreneurs behind AdelHeidi’s Organics 
made it their mission to provide “organic, 
local, and gluten free” ice cream and ge-
lato to Naples residents. However, organic 
does not necessarily mean boring. The 
store provides customers with flavors such 
as pumpkin spice, salted caramel, Swiss 
chocolate, strawberry, walnut honey, pi-
taya, acai, peanut butter and cappuccino. 
As for the store’s vegan selection, custom-

ers can choose between over five flavors 
including pear champagne and strawberry 
basil. As if the vast variety of ice cream 
flavors is not enough, many lovely con-
coctions and other products can be chosen 
from as well such as shakes and floats, sun-
daes (strawberry cup, caramel kiss, banana 
split, and pumpkin pie), sugar-free fruit 
bowls (acai and pitaya), smoothies (green 
power, skinny belly, and enzyme booster), 
and several types of hot and iced coffees 
(espresso, Amer-
icano, latte, and 
cappuccino). Read-
ing rave reviews 
on Yelp and Face-
book and positive 
hearsay regarding 
the establishment 
was not enough for 
me to pass positive 
judgement on the 
restaurant, so I decided 
to go and check it out for myself.

As someone walks into the store, he or 
she will be greeted by a friendly barista 
who will happily gave him or her samples 
upon request. However, beware the sizing 
as at AdelHeidi’s, one gets his or her mon-
ey’s worth. Someone would hardly expect 
to be given ample amount of ice cream 
that could be shared between several peo-

ple. Upon eating it, one will discover that 
the ice cream was certainly more flavor-
ful than any that I have had in the past, 
and my sister seemed equally as pleased. 
However, the ice cream may strike people 
as being “less creamy” than the ice cream 
of other mainstream shops such as Dairy 
Queen and Baskin Robbins, but it is easy 
to come to the conclusion that their eth-
ics and concern for their customers’ health 
outweighed the downsides. Overall, it all 

just depends upon 
one’s preference in 
sweets, but Adel-
Heidi’s Organics 
has proven to be the 
preference of many. 

AdelHeidi’s Or-
ganics first opened 
in Downtown Na-
ples in 2011, and it 
has undergone var-

ious developments 
and likewise, improvements. Within the 
last two months, this includes moving lo-
cations to 520 Park Street, Naples, Florida 
34102. The small but successful business 
has also maintained another store located 
at 3847 Tamiami Trail East. When hearing 
that there were two accessible vegan-serv-
ing ice cream establishments in Naples, 
Brenna Audrey, a self-proclaimed vegan, 

was happy to say the least. Being a vegan, 
she typically has to get all of her ice cream 
and other foods from “Trader Joe’s, Whole 
Foods, Farmer’s Market”, but admittedly, 
she said that Heidi’s Organics is a positive 
thing as it allows her to “experience a real 
ice cream shop instead of buying it in a 
carton”. While Heidi’s Organics is noth-
ing short from amazing in taste, it has to 
be questioned whether or not it is worth 
the cost. 

In order to determine whether or not the 
products at Heidi’s are worth the price, 
it is necessary to compare them with the 
competitors. The first competitor is Baskin 
Robbins, which served a double scoop of 
ice cream for $3.99; Heidi’s Organics 
serves it for $4.20. The second competi-
tor is Ben and Jerry’s, which serves a tri-
ple scoop of ice cream for nearly $6.00; 
at AdelHeidi’s, it costs forty cents less. At 
Dairy Queen, a banana split costs $4.39, 
and at Heidi’s Organics, a banana split 
costs $5.75. Overall, it simply depends 
upon what you are buying at the restau-
rant, but one thing is for sure. AdelHeidi’s 
Organics is the place for anyone who is in 
the mood for a healthy, tasty treat that will 
not break the bank.

By: Shelby Buckner By: Alejandra Sanchez
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I Scream, You Scream, for Lack of Vegan Ice Cream...
By: Brianna Antle
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Adopt-a-Family is an 
amazing program that is lo-
cated in many places, one of 
those being here in Naples, 
Florida. There are two ways to 
contribute to this drive and lend 
a helping hand to the people in 
need. After Hurricane Irma it 
has been very difficult for fam-
ilies to have necessities, mak-
ing it even more difficult to be 
able to feed their families and 
give them a good Christmas 
filled with toys and joy just like 
many of the fortunate kids here 
in Collier County.  

Gulf Coast High School has 
placed paper bags in each of 
the classrooms with a sign ex-
plaining that it is for the Adopt-
a-Family canned food drive. 
These bags are to be hopefully 
filled with cans like corn, veg-
etables, and beans. Along with 
these cans, contributions of 
nonperishable items are greatly 
appreciated as well as jars of 
peanut butter and jelly. These 
small donations mean the 
world to a family that doesn’t 
know when their next meal will 
be. These will be distributed to 
families chosen that are eligible 
to receive help. 

The other way GCHS is 
working to help families that 
have been chosen were asked 
to write down what they 
would want for Christmas. 
Family sizes range from just 
two people to families of ten, 
so whatever is affordable for 
you would mean the world to 
many people and kids. Many 
classrooms at Gulf Coast High 
School are teaming up to be 

able to buy the presents that 
were requested for both the 
parents and children. These 
presents will be collected, and 
wrapped, around December 8th 
2017, so they can be given out 
to the families that asked for 
them with time to spare before 
Christmas.  “It is an event we 
do yearly to help out the fami-
lies in need and to bring home 
to people around us” Meghan 
Kampmyer, one of the mem-
bers of the Adopt-a-Family 
stated. 

She then goes on to explain 
how this year Adopt-a-Family 
is hoping to get many donations 
of food and toys to help out 
these families. She also states 
that some of the families hav-
en’t been chosen yet but will 
be chosen very soon. Although 
GC is a major supporter of the 
Adopt-a-Family program, we 
wish we could do more and 
provide to more families, but it 
all depends on the students and 
what they can bring to help. As 
a whole, Adopt-a-Family has 
a main goal of being able to 
reach out to many of the fami-
lies here in Collier County that 
have been struggling to make it 
economically. Altogether, Gulf 
Coast is a great helper with this 
program and we hope to con-
tinue it for many years to come. 
So, chip in and give whatever 
you can to this year’s Adopt-a-
Family canned food drive and 
Christmas lists and help a fam-
ily here in Naples with the gift 
of giving.

Photo Courtesy Of  Google Images



World News
  The border between neighboring coun-
tries Iran and Iraq trembled on November 12th, 
2017 at 9:18 pm local time, home to more than 
1.8 million people. Coming in at a magnitude of 
7.3, the territory along the Iran-Iraq border was 
left in devastation from the deadliest earthquake 
recorded this year, trumping the one that hit 
Mexico City earlier this September. The magni-
tude of the seismic activity was felt strongest at 
its epicenter located near the Iranian province of 
Kermanshah and felt as far as Turkey, Pakistan, 
and Kuwait. The latest numbers have estimated 
that there have been 530 to 580 people killed and 
nearly 7,500 injured from the ruinous quake. 
The depth of quake 
was 23 kilometers, 
just about 14 miles, 
which is consid-
ered to be shallow 
according to the US 
Geological Survey. 
The shallower the 
quake, the stronger 
the impact that can 
be felt by civil-
ians above. The 
earthquake was a 
consequence of the 
collision between 
the Arabian and Eurasian plates. Unfortunately, 
due to the constant transvergent and convergent 
movements of these plates, earthquakes will 
continue to occur within this region. 
Following the desolation, rescue operations have 
been initiated by the affected nations’ authorities 
including a declaration of three days of mourn-
ing by the Iranian government. Iranian Foreign 
Minister, Javad Zarif, gave a response to the del-
uge of sympathy and offers to send aid; "Heart-
breaking images from the earthquake damage 
and loss of life in Kermanshah (and in Iraq). We 
are grateful for global expressions of sympathy 
and offers of assistance. For now, we can manage 
with our own resources. Many thanks for all 
offers and we will keep you posted".
What is most dangerous about the earthquake 
isn’t the tremor itself, but the collapsing of build-
ings in urban areas. People can be impacted by 

debris caused by subsiding structures resulting in 
a high number of casualties and injuries. Damage 
was extensive in the nearby mountainous area of 
Kurdish, where homes are made of mud bricks 
that are not opportune to endure an earthquake, 
especially not one of such great magnitude. Due 
to this, Forbes has stated that “-It is estimated 
that 70,000 people in total will need some sort of 
shelter as a result of the earthquake's damage”. 
Not only are the victims of the quake mourn-
ing the loss of their family and loved ones, but 
the loss of their homes and belongings as well. 
However, hope is not being lost as communities 
are coming together to rebuild what was lost 
to become stronger and far more superior than 
before.

Rescue work is 
underway by 
both nation’s 
militaries and 
civilians to 
help those 
lost within the 
rubble. Iraqi 
Prime Min-
ister, Haider 
al-Abadi, sent 
a variety of as-
sistance to his 
affected people 

as he describes in a tweet made on the Monday 
following the event, “-Civil defense teams and 
health and aid agencies to do all that they can 
to provide assistance to those affected by the 
quake”. Iran is not a step behind with the coun-
try's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
sending Iran's Revolutionary Guard with rescue 
efforts to the devastated areas, along with the 
Iranian Red Crescent Society. 
“The Iranian Red Crescent Society is working 
in the hard-hit areas Monday with sniffer dogs, 
debris-removal teams, and teams offering emer-
gency shelter and treatment” stated Mansoureh 
Bagheri, a spokeswoman for the Iranian Red 
Crescent in Tehran. The neighboring countries 
are coming together by digging beneath the 
rubble to begin the restoration process of their 
beautiful nations. 

Breaking Free from the Rubble
By: Carolina Yllescas

  In our day and age, the presence of 
social media has become ubiquitous in our 
lives. Most students can’t go a day with-
out posing for a selfie or twitting about 
the latest craze. While this reward can be 
a good thing, in more ways than, it turns 
out bad. Teenagers are especially suscep-
tible to making what may seem like an 
innocent mistake can turn out to hurt them 
in the future. The media is slowly starting 
to rule the lives of the new generation. 
Many people who have posted things that 
they now regret and will never go away 
because of the endless ways things can 
be shared online. There is also another 
underlying problem that is becoming quite 
serious. It is cyberbullying. Cyberbullying 
is when someone bullies another person 
via online resources. This can be through 
social out looks like Facebook and Snap-
chat or simply through text. Many teens 
are being bullied online to the point where 
most have committed or attempted to 
commit suicide, it is that serious.
 One of these unfortunate souls was Bran-
dy Vela, an 18 year old from Texas, who 
was severely bullied to the point where 
she killed herself in front of her family. 
People would tease her about her weight 
and access dating websites, creating a fake 
profile and saying she is giving up her 
body for sex and to call her. The bullying 
drove her over the edge, even when she 
went to the authorities for help, who only 
said for her to change her cell phone num-
ber. She did but the bullies still found her. 
Brandy’s last words being to her family, “I 
can’t do this anymore, I have come too far 
not to do it” said her sister, Jackie Vela in 

an interview with People. 
Her family is now pushing for strict-
er laws on cyberbullying, hoping their 
daughter’s story could help and her death 
not be in vain. Sadly, Brandy is not the 
only victim. 12-year old Mallory Gross-
man committed suicide after constant 
bullying online and at school went on for 
months.  Bullies sent messages that were 
“vile”, even saying “why don’t you kill 
yourself?”, according to the Grossman’s 
attorney who talked to True Jersey. Her 
death shocked the New Jersey community 
where she lived which had some of the 
toughest anti-bullying laws in the nation. 
Cyberbullying is extremely difficult to go 
against as the range of social media makes 
it impossible to track every demeaning 
post. There are a multitude of posts every 
day on many different types of outlets. 
Bullying someone in real life is equal to 
the effect that bullying online can have on 
people. It is immoral and just plain wrong. 
Why people bully is simply to make them-
selves feel better by making someone else 
feel worse than they are. While there have 
been numerous campaigns to bring aware-
ness to bullying, it clearly isn’t enough if 
12-year olds are taking their lives. Social 
media can have some good sides but the 
cons are far out weighing the good when 
it comes to the lives of the children and 
teenagers are being lost because others 
are being bullies and using social me-
dia as simply another tool to influence 
others into feeling terrible enough about 
themselves they no longer find life worth 
living. If we don’t do something about this 
now, we may lose more lives in the future.

Socio-Media?!
By: Emma Araque

A Real Gator Nation

  One gator, two gators, 
three gators, four. Five gator, 
seven gators, eight gators, 
more. Gators. They seem 
to be popping up just about 
everywhere in Florida and 
the chances of people being 
hurt is rising along with the 
number of accidents that have 
occurred. One example being 
when a child was on vacation 
at Disney World and was trag-
ically killed by a gator while 
playing by a lake. This boy 
is not the first and sadly will 
not be the last. The number 
of gators is going up drasti-
cally as no natural predators 
besides humans are around 
to threaten them. Alligators 
used to be endangered when 
their numbers dwindled into 
the low thousands but thanks 
to conservation efforts, they 
have made a comeback with a 
population of over one million 
now. But while the gator 
population has risen, so has 
the human population with 
a rise of about seven percent 
between 2010 to 2015. 
“I think we’re probably hav-
ing more incidents between 
alligators and humans because 
there are more alligators, there 
are more humans, and humans 
are now building into alligator 
habitat” said Ron Magill, 

spokesman for the Miami Zoo 
and animal behavior expert 
to AFP. 
The American alligator can 
grow to be up to 15 feet and 
thrives in the wet, Florida 
environment. They use the 
natural and man-made canals 
and rivers as a means of 
traveling from one place to 
the next. This is especially 
prominent in the months of 
April through to June, when 
it is mating season for the 
alligators. This means that as 
more gator territory is indus-
trialized, the more likely there 
is to be unintended encoun-
ters. Alligators also can get a 
whole lot more aggressive if 
it is a mother gator protecting 
her nest. The gator nesting 
season is in the months of 
June through to August. This 
is when mother gators are 
anxiously waiting for their 
eggs to hatch and will protect 
their nests with their lives if 
necessary until the eggs hatch. 
This means that anyone who 
happens to stumble across a 
nest is in grave danger is the 
mother gator is nearby which 
is incredibly likely as mother 
gators rarely leave their nests 
unattended. Luckily, not all 
encounters with gators end 
up being so violent. Many 
gators go viral as they take 

strolls through parks and golf 
courses. While others are get-
ting their 15 minutes of fame 
when they are big and caught 
in places like garages and 
swimming pools which is be-
coming much more common. 
There are also the controlled 
encounters at animal reserves 
for the reptiles such as the 
Everglades Alligator Farm. 
The best way to avoid having 
encounters with our scaly 
residents is to stay clear of 
lakes and rivers, man-made or 
not. Don’t go into water that 
is not deemed safe to be in, as 
doing so could end up disas-
trous. Alligators are dangerous 
animals but will not cause any 
harm if left alone and to their 
own merits. 
“What they need is to be 
respected for what they are, 
left alone and if you have an 
alligator in your backyard, 
don’t feed them” advises 
Jeremy Possman, manager 
of Everglades Alligator Farm 
told AFP. 
If you see an alligator in a 
place that it shouldn’t be 
then contact the local animal 
control to handle it, don’t try 
it on your own or you may 
end up in the news as the next 
person who got attacked by an 
alligator.

By: Emma Araque      Every year 200,000 
people are diagnosed with a 
crippling disease known as 
reflex sympathetic dystrophy. 
This disease causes a neuron 
misfire in the patients’ hand or 
foot causing painful bruises, 
swelling, discoloration of the 
skin, and numbness. Reflex 
sympathetic dystrophy (RSD) 
is extremely rare and has no 
cure or signs to let the patient 
know they have the disease 
before it surfaces. This dis-
ease is found mostly in 
the elderly following a 
stroke, but in rare cases 
it can also be found 
in teens who have 
suffered a traumatic 
event. The triggers can 
be as small as getting 
an ingrown toenail 
surgically removed or 
as large as fracturing a 
bone. “I’ve been doing 
this for thirty years, 
and have only seen 2 
cases of RSD in my office.” 
Said hand and foot specialist 
Dr. Herbert Gates, “The first 
was in a four-year-old, and the 
second one was a 67-year-
old.” 
 The diagnosis of 
RSD is extremely complicat-
ed since the disease doesn’t 
present itself in any X-ray or 
MRI scans. The best symptom 
description is that the pain 
is worse than the injury that 
caused it. The disease cannot 

be self-diagnosed and does 
require a professional to di-
agnose. Since it is such a rare 
disease and there isn’t any 
specific cause or signs, there 
isn’t a cure. The only solution 
is occupational and physical 
therapy to help the patient 
deal with the pain. This being 
said, flares of RSD can be re-
ally difficult and cause tension 
within the family as well as 
friends.
 The pain that RSD 
causes is not a joke. The 
patient may appear to be over 

dramatizing the pain that they 
are feeling, but on the pain 
scale, used by doctors around 
the world, its more painful 
then surgical or accidental 
amputation without anesthesia 
and while conscience. This 
also beats the pain caused by 
cancer, childbirth, phantom 
limb pain, chronic back pain, 
and fracturing a bone.
 While this disease 
also disables a patients’ 
ability to function properly on 

a day-to-day basis, it is also 
mentally debilitating. Studies 
have shown that a percentage 
of teenagers diagnosed with 
RSD will commit suicide. It is 
also, often times recommend-
ed that not only the patient 
with RSD should receive 
professional psychiatric care. 
Although the obvious cause 
to mental distress may be 
thought to be due to the recent 
diagnosis of RSD, it is most 
commonly caused by the side 
affects of the medications and 
the pain that the patient must 

deal with. The patient may 
also experience social 
discrimination. “Nobody 
understands. I feel like 
people won’t want to be 
friend with a crippled.” 
Says an anonymous RSD 
victim, “I can feel the 
way people look at me 
when I hobble [wobble 
bobble and crutch with 
two crutches] down the 
hallway. Its just embar-

rassing.” The family also may 
feel the affects of RSD, and 
it can be overwhelmed with 
the sight of the loved one 
becoming constantly pained 
and crippled. They also have 
to make many sacrifices in 
terms of activities to accom-
modate to the crippled sibling 
or child.

Disease In the Dark
By: Taelynne Masshardt

“They also have to 
make many sacrifices 
in terms of activities 
to accommodate to 
the crippled sibling 

or child.”

“It is estimated that 
70,000 people in total 
will need some sort of 

shelter as a result of the 
earthquake’s damage”



  Bacon on a stick, fried bacon, 
bacon cupcakes, bacon ice cream, you 
name it. Recently, many gathered at the 
greasiest event you can find the South West 
Florida; the Bacon Fest. This rather high 
in cholesterol event was held on Saturday, 
November 11th at the Municipal Airport of 
Naples Florida. It had every kind of bacon 
you can think of, as well as food, animals, 
games, live music from bands such as the 
Barron Collier marching band, and contests 
for all. Food tents scattered all over the 
grounds competing to win the trophy for 
the best way to eat bacon. Not to mention 
the fierce bacon eating contest. This greasy 
contest was extremely thrilling as the 
crowd watched contestants race to finish a 
pound of bacon in ten minutes. That’s right, 
an entire pound in ten minutes. The crowd 
enthusiastically cheered the contestants on 
until the contestants could chew no more. 
The Bacon Fest was a fantastic way to not 
only to have fun with family and friends, 
but most importantly to help support the 
journey to end child hunger in South West 
Florida. All profits made from tickets 
bought for the food, games, etc. go directly 
to the cause. Not to mention the enormous 
amount of people that came to support 
the event helped the cause tremendously. 
We also cannot forget about the gener-
ous volunteers that came to help run the 
Bacon Fest. Some including students in 
Key Club from Gulf Coast High School, 
Palmetto Ridge High School, Golden Gate 
High School, members of the St. Mathews 
House, and most importantly the spon-
sor for the entire event, Kiwanis Club of 
Pelican Bay.

Going into a little more about their gener-
ous sponsor, in June 30th of 1971, Kiwanis 
Club was established. This worldwide 
nonprofit organization is all about helping 
make the world a better place by globally 
ending child hunger, lifting children’s spir-
its, and really just giving them a chance. 
The organization is fully running on 
volunteers who’s goal it is to help starving 
children in need, ending child hunger, one 
community at a time in hopes to one day 
globally end child hunger once and for all. 
These generous individuals help feed the 
hungry, shelter the homeless, and educate 
the minds of those less fortunate. Not only 
do they give children a chance to succeed 
and follow their dreams, but also create 
hope and shine a light on those in the dark. 
“Kiwanis Clubs are committed to support-
ing families and children in our communi-
ties. Parents want to do what’s best for their 
babies and when they know better, they can 
do better. The Capital City Kiwanis Club 
is pleased to partner again with Healthy 
Families and provide families with the edu-
cation and resources they need to help keep 
babies safe during this most precious time 
in life,” Kiwanis Club President Amber 
Tynan stated.
Kiwanis supports Florida District Service 
Leadership Programs by providing funds 
to help run them. About 45,500 dollars is 
given each year to organizations like Key 
Club, CKI (Circle K International), Aktion, 
K is for Kids, and Builders to support train-
ing in leadership. Florida’s Youth helps 
provide the funding for Scholarships like 
the J. Walker Field Scholarship the George 
Langguth Scholarship for a Kiwanis Fam-
ily volunteers by going out to events, like 
the bacon fest, and volunteering.

Bacon Here, Bacon There, Bacon 
Everywhere!By: Elayna Wolfson

  All over the United States there 
have been gun shootings, from the one not 
so long ago in Las Vegas, Nevada where 50 
people were killed and over five hundred 
people were injured. There was also the ca-
tastrophe in Texas, in a church just outside 
San Antonio, where 26 people were killed 
and over 20 people were injured. These 
devastations have caused Steve Benjamin, 
the Mayor of Columbia, South Carolina to 
start thinking and acting upon new rules for 
gun control. He began talking about how 
many lives can be saved if 
a new ordinance banned the 
use of bump stocks and trig-
ger cranks on guns within 
city limits. The problems 
with these items is that it can 
turn many semi-automatic 
guns into a fully automatic 
weapon. This means that 
a gun that doesn’t shoot 
very fast could turn into a 
gun that shoots 300 to 1800 
rounds per minute, which if a tragedy was 
to occur, more lives could be taken because 
of the rapid fire. These automatic guns have 
been illegal in the U.S. for almost 30 years. 
Benjamin wants Columbia to be the first to 
ban the use of these items when attached 
to a gun. The new ordinance was passed 
on Thursday, November 16th by Benja-
min and he explained that this was not a 
ban on guns, just a ban on the dangerous 
add-ons to be used on guns. “I believe in 
responsible gun ownership, and I believe 
in common sense” Benjamin stated. Gun 
control has and continues to be a big topic 

in the U.S. and it looks like many people 
have come to a conclusion on that they 
believe is best. One of South Carolinas 
representatives Leon Stravrinakis, who 
agrees with Benjamin is helping co-sign 
the new ordinance. “This is wrong in every 
sense” Benjamin stated and also calls the 
items attached on guns “mass murder 
machines” and continues to say why it 
would be best for Columbia and the U.S. 
as a whole to adopt this new ordinance. 
“The use of bump stocks is a loop hole that 
allows legal fire arms to replicate illegal 
ones.” The reason many Americans dislike 

any sort of gun control is 
because they feel that it 
would violate the Second 
Amendment which protects 
the peoples right to bear 
arms. It has been that way 
since December 15th , 1791, 
when the Bill of Rights was 
adopted. Although there 
are many people against 
new gun control ordnances, 
there are also people like 

Senator Lindsey Graham that don’t want to 
interfere with the Bill of Rights but what to 
make America a better place to live. “I’m 
not an expert on bump stocks, [but] all tings 
that make America safer and don’t infringe 
on the Second Amendment, count me in” 
Graham states. Altogether the new gun 
control ordinance was passed in Columbia, 
South Carolina where it prohibits the use 
of bump stocks and trigger cranks on guns. 
This does not mean that it is illegal to own 
any of these items, it is just unlawful to link 
them together.

Tragedies Lead to New Gun Control 
Ordinance

By: Alejandra Sanchez

  You are sitting in a classroom. It is a normal 
day, and your teacher is droning on and on about 
trigonometry or the Civil War or how to properly 
use a comma in a sentence. You drop your pencil 
after aimlessly twirling it around, and on your way 
down to pick it up, your head snaps up as you hear 
the deafening sound of gunshots from just outside 
the window. Imagine the pure terror of the situation. 
Now, imagine you are only five, six, or seven years 
old. This is exactly what happened to the young 
students of Rancho Tehama Elementary School in 
California on Tuesday, November 14th, 2017. The 
gunman was Kevin Janson Neal, forty-four, and 
he opened fire with two AR-15 semi-automatic 
rifles and two handguns, all of which he assembled 
himself.
 The night before his planned attack, Neal 
murdered his wife, Barbara Glisan, and hid her 
body underneath the floorboards of their home. Her 
death is believed to have been the ignition for Neal’s 
rampage because the very next morning, he fatally 
shot three of his neighbors, including Danny Elliott 
and his mother, Diana Steele. He proceeded to steal 
a Ford F-150 and drive it to the elementary school, 
where he rammed it into the gates. After hastily exit-
ing the vehicle, Neal opened fire into nearby portable 
classrooms and attempted to enter the school’s main 
buildings. Coy Ferreira, thirty-two, was dropping 
off his daughter at the time of the shooting and 
recounted to several news networks the traumatizing 
experience of rushing to guard children in an adja-
cent classroom. 
 “If he’s going to come in, he’s going to 
come in killing me first,” Ferreira remembered. “It’s 
going to be me, and hopefully not the students…and 
I was just praying to God he wouldn’t be getting to 
the door.”
 One child was shot in the chest and leg in 
Ferreira’s classroom, and others were injured by bro-
ken glass from the windows. Thankfully, however, 
the attack was a failure and no children died because 
a vigilant employee of the school, the secretary, 
heard the gunfire and rapidly placed the school on 
lockdown in time for all the students to be secured 
inside a classroom. 
 At the time of the incident, Neal was out 
on bail for stabbing a neighbor in January, one of 
the same neighbors he killed before speeding to the 
school. Out of respect for this specific neighbor, the 
family has decided to keep his/her name out of the 
news for now. After investigating the catastrophe, 

District Attorney Gregg Cohen revealed to the public 
the possible motive Neal had for committing such a 
heinous crime. In recent weeks, Neal had been argu-
ing with one of the neighbors he murdered, Danny 
Elliott, and threatened to kill him and his son, Gage, 
who attended Rancho Tehama Elementary School. 
Authorities believe Neal targeted this specific school 
with the intent of killing Gage. 
 Thanks to the alert school employee, sev-
en-year-old Gage and all the other students remained 
unharmed. However, Gage is now orphaned from the 
people who raised him: his father, Danny Elliott, and 
his paternal grandmother, Diana Steele. As relayed 
by his maternal grandmother, Gage has had a rough 
life from the start. He was born with club feet, but he 
overcame the condition. When Gage was not even 
two years old, his mother, Cher, died unexpectedly of 
a heart attack that caused her to drown. Since then, 
he had lived with his father and paternal grand-
mother – until now. 
 “My main goal in life now is to make sure 
he is happy and healthy,” Alma Feitelberg, Gage’s 
maternal grandmother, stated. “He is going to live 
with us. I am going to get guardianship.”
 Despite this shocking misfortune, the stu-
dents and procedures of Rancho Tehama Elementary 
School serve as prime examples of how to deal with 
an active shooter on a school campus. Law enforce-
ment officials are usually the ones to make the call 
to lock down a school, but the heroic secretary who 
made the decision helped the situation from escalat-
ing to another mass shooting at an elementary school 
just weeks before the fifth anniversary of the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School massacre that left twenty 
children and six adults dead. 
 “It is monumental that the school went on 
lockdown,” Tehama County Assistant Sheriff Phil 
Johnston stated. “I really, truly believe that we would 
have had a horrific bloodbath in that school if they 
hadn’t taken the action when they did.”
 Rancho Tehama Elementary School is 
very small; it only has approximately 100 students 
ranging from kindergarten to fifth grade. It is 
impactful that even a tiny school in a remote area 
such as this one has a plan for an active shooter on 
campus. Since the Columbine shootings in 1999, 
security of schools has increased exponentially with 
drills and procedures. Citizens of Tehama County 
and the United States alike should mourn the deaths 
of the mentioned victims, but we should also use this 
incident, along with countless others, as the catalyst 
for implementing and tightening safety procedures at 
schools. 

California Gunman’s Rampage Targets 
Elementary School

By: Isabella Napoles

  “What if the hardest day of your 
life was your first?” More than 7,500 people 
on motorcycles lined up to participate at North 
Collier Regional Park which ended at Six Bends 
Harley-Davidson in Fort Myers on Sunday, 
November 5th to help a very worthy cause. 
Families and friends were gathered, goals were 
set, and riders were joined all across Florida 
to ensure all babies get a healthy start. Tickets 
ranged from only $15-$30. The more money 
you raised, the more likely the chance of win-
ning a prize. Winning a prize and saving lives 
at the same time! The stands started up at 11 
AM. This cause is named March of Dimes. The 
March of Dimes Foundation is a United States 

nonprofit organization that works to improve 
the health of mothers and babies. This program 
fights for every baby that is born with birth 
defects or diseases. For decades, the March of 
Dimes has been protecting the health of babies 
that were born too soon or very sick. The 17th 
annual Bikers for Babies event gave the oppor-
tunity to ride with thousands of compassionate 
motorcycle enthusiasts and spectators while 
improving the lives of all babies. The event 
included a concert, bike night, a VIP party, and 
much more. If a valid motorcycle license was 
not able to be presented, participating didn’t 
mean you had to ride in this unique event to 
be a part of it. Signing up, fundraising, and 
enjoying the event is just as important. As the 
2nd largest and the longest police escorted ride 

for the March of Dimes, individuals, riders, 
clubs, businesses and organizations battled to 
be the top Bikers for Babies fundraisers and to 
be recognized and lead the ride the following 
year. To date, the program has raised over 2 
million dollars to give all babies and families a 
fighting chance.The money raised at this event 
helps fund medical research, health education 
for moms to be, support for families in newborn 
intensive care (NICU), and programs in the 
community that run across the country. Every 
week, 76,016 babies are born in the US. 8,768 
babies are born premature in the US. 5,873 
babies are born to teen mothers (ages 15-19). 
6,071 babies are born low birthweight. 24,924 
babies are delivered by cesarean section. 473 
babies die before their first birthday. Participat-

ing in this event lets riders leave with a satisfy-
ing feeling. Riders are able to feel that babies 
born with problems or into a bad situation are 
being helped due to their efforts. People that 
collected donations before the ride from family 
and friends also supported the babies’ health. 
Also, there was Bikers for Babies event held 
in Kansas on September 16th, 2017. The 23rd 
annual event was held in Kansas City at the 
Kansas Speedway. The registration fees were 
$35-$45. In 2016, 4,000 plus riders raised more 
than $600,000, bringing the 23 year total to $8.6 
million. This event is one of the premier Mid-
west motorcycle rides. It does not take much 
to save a life, participate in your community 
today!

Bikers for BabiesBy: Shelby Buckner

  Humans crave the need to explore the 
unexplored. New Zealand is a great example of a 
chance to see a world that has been untouched by 
the empires of man. For those who don’t know, the 
island country of New Zealand is a small nation off 
the coast of Australia. Geologists and geographers 
have recently found evidence that New Zealand was 
once an entire continent that they are now calling 
“Zealandia.” It is theorized to be a nearly submerged 
mass of continental crust that sank after breaking 
away from Australia around 60 to 85 million years 
ago, having separated from Antarctica between 85 
and 130 million years ago. It has variously been 
described as a continental fragment or a microconti-
nent. It’s occasionally even considered a continent! 
Zealandia, or New Zealand as it is known today, is 
largely made up of two nearly parallel ridges separat-
ed by a failed rift, which is where the rift breaks up 
the continent, stops, and becomes a depressed block 
of land bordered by parallel faults called a graben. 
About 25 million years ago, the southern part of Zea-
landia started to shift away towards the north. That is 
supposedly how New Zealand came to be. The case 
for Zealandia being a continent in its own right was 
argued by Nick Mortimer and Hamish Campbell in 
their book Zealandia: Our Continent Revealed.  They 
quote that “the book cites a lot of geological and 
ecological evidence to support the proposal of Zea-

landia being its own continent.” Just last year, a team 
of eleven geologists from New Zealand and other 
Pacific islands found evidence that Zealandia fulfills 
all the requirements to be considered a drowned 
continent, rather than a microcontinent or continental 
fragment.
Of course, people will be wondering what  Zealand-
ia was like when it wasn’t submerged. Did it have 
life? What kind of animals lived there? Scientists at 
Curio Bay found logs of a fossilized forest closely 
related to modern Kauri and Norfolk Pine trees that 
could have been seen growing on Zealandia about 
180 million years ago during the Jurassic period. 
The scientists say, “we theorize that these trees were 
buried by volcanic mud flows and gradually replaced 
by silica to produce the fossils now exposed by the 
sea.” Zealandia was also originally thought to have 
no kind of native land mammals, but the discovery of 
the fossil of a mammal’s jaw in Saint Bathans shows 
otherwise. This shows that it is crucial evidence to 
prove that terrestrial mammals, besides bats, once 
lived in Zealandia! 
New things are still being discovered about this new, 
but old, continent. Maybe someday, we will finally 
unearth the mystery of the world that was right under 
our noses. We will always come up with questions 
that fuel humanity’s determination to learn about our 
vague and compelling past. But for now, we just have 
to keep on digging for the truth we so desperately 
desire.

A Whole New World..?
By: Julian Andrade
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When people hear “Thanksgiving” usu-
ally the first thing they think about is food. But 
that’s not what Thanksgiving is meant to be 
about, at least that’s not what the traditional pur-
pose of it was.

 Thanksgiving started as a celebration 
of the merging of two cultures: the Pilgrims and 
the Indian Americans. Over the years, it has mor-
phed into a holiday made for gorging oneself 
with food. Recently, more and more controversy 
has been surrounding Thanksgiving and whether 
it is still okay to celebrate it. 

 Much of the 
controversy rises from 
the way that many 
people have grown to 
celebrate it. It is not 
uncommon to find el-
ementary schools that 
will have kids make 
Native American cos-
tumes to wear in a 
mock Thanksgiving 
feast that is put on by 
the school. 

“I was also instructed 
to make a less-than-au-
thentic headband with 
Indian designs and 
feathers to complete this outfit. The Thanksgiv-
ing Indian costume that all children made  in ele-
mentary classrooms trivialized and degraded the 
descendants of the proud Wampanoag, whose 
ancestors attended the first Thanksgiving pop-
ularized in American Culture.” – stated Dennis 
Zotigh from his essay, Do American Indians 
Celebrate Thanksgiving.

 Many arguments include the fact that 
Thanksgiving is not what it used to be at all. 

“In many American households, the Thanks-
giving celebration has lost much of its original 
religious significance; instead, it now centers on 
cooking and sharing a bountiful meal with fam-

ily and friends.” – History channel. 
Thanksgiving traditions now include volun-

teering, spending time with family, and celebrat-
ing those around you. However, some people 
agree that it is completely different from the 
purpose of the first Thanksgiving, which cele-
brated the coming together of Indian Americans 
and Pilgrims to help the new arrivers survive a 
brutal farming season. 

 Whether or not Thanksgiving is to be 
celebrated is every individual’s opinion. Many 
people now days avoid the parts of Thanksgiving 
that have been created in modern culture, such 

as the fake Native Amer-
icans costumes used in 
schools, and just use this 
holiday to celebrate the 
time set aside in Amer-
ica to celebrate with 
their families and other 
loved ones to acknowl-
edge and be thankful for 
the amazing opportuni-
ties that have presented 
themselves over the past 
year. Looking in through 
a window, you can see 
multiple people appreci-
ating what life has given 
them, and just enjoying 
the family or friends 

around them. 
 Thanksgiving is now a time that many 

Americans use as a break from the outside world 
and spend it with their loved ones. The true rea-
son behind Thanksgiving should never be for-
gotten. People have suffered and died, on both 
Native American Indians and Pilgrim sides, for 
the food to be on the table, and for the life many 
Americans have the advantage to live. Thanks-
giving should be a time for thankfulness, not ha-
tred and disrespect for other cultures that have 
paved the way for the American way of life.

Holiday News

As “winter” time ap-
proaches here in Naples, many 
of us are wondering, “what are 
some enjoyable places, such 
as restaurants, that I can go to 
around the area to have a good 
time with friends and family?” 
Naples is a great place to be 
during this time of year. First 
of all, the weather here is just 
perfect: not too cold and not 
too hot. There is no need for 
Florida residents to have to 
worry about huge snow storms 
roaring through the state, and 
also, we don’t have to worry 
about having the heat con-
stantly on in our houses be-
cause it is freezing outside. 
Most of us don’t even have to 
have the air on at all because 
you can just open your doors 
and it feels so nice. While the 
temperature does drop slightly, 
it is not a drastic change. How-
ever, some people may feel  
that the only negative thing 
about Naples during this time 
of year is all of the people that 
travel down here because of 
how nice the weather is. With 
this being said, we can’t really 
blame them because it is really 
amazing weather. Going back 
to the original question, what 

is there to do here? Let me tell 
you! 

One event that many peo-
ple enjoy participating in is 
the Reindeer Run 5k. This is 
for people of all ages and is 
only fifteen dollars for stu-
dents ages 22 and under! At 
the finish line waiting for you 
are many treats such as candy 
canes and hot cocoa and not to 
mention, Santa! The proceeds 
of this event benefit Girls on 
the Run of Collier County, so 
come on out and support the 
organization and get some 
running in! 

Nothing says Florida hol-
idays like a nighttime boat 
parade. Boaters decorate their 
ships in lights to sail across 
the waters from Gordon Pass 
north past the City Dock to 
Tin City. The Dock at Cray-
ton Cove, The Boat House, 
and the restaurants of Tin City 
are great spots for watching 
the sparkly parade reflected 
in the bay waters. Pedestrians 
can also view the procession 
from Naples Landings Park. 
The Marine Industries Associ-
ation of Collier County orga-
nizes this joyous event that a 
great amount of people enjoy 
watching.

In addition, if you are look-
ing for some delicious restau-
rants, Fifth Avenue is a great 
spot to go to. The restaurants 
on this street present some of 
the most divine dining options, 
and they are adorned in have 
some of the prettiest, most lux-
urious and lavish decorations 
around town.

Last, but certainly not least, 
Victoria Park, a neighborhood 
only a few minutes away from 
Gulf Coast, goes all out with 
it’s Christmas decorations. 
Every single year, almost all 
of the 300 houses decorate for 
people to slowly stroll through 
the community and take a look 
at the gorgeous lights strung 
up all over the neighborhood. 
Many of the streets throughout 
have different themes such as 
snowflakes, candles, snow-
men, Christmas trees, or stars. 
One street in particular that 
many people like to drive on 
is Windsor Way, which has 
arches of light down the whole 
street.

Hopefully this winter sea-
son, you and your friends and 
family will spend time to-
gether doing some of the won-
derful activities that Naples 
has to offer!
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A Wonderful Taste of Winter in Naples
By: Kara Buckner
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Thanksgiving: The Undeniable Truth
By: Alex Ushakova

Give thanks for 
unknown blessings 
are already on their 

way.

~Native American Saying



It is now her third year 
in a journalism class 
and first year as Edi-
tor-in-Chief.  Isabella is 
our staff member of the 
week.  She shows many 
positive attributes, such as 
leadership and responsi-
bility.
 Isabella has been 
part of the GCHS Newsp-
paper Staff for three years 
now, and she is currently 
serving her senior year as 
an editor.  She began tak-
ing journalism her soph-
omore year and, with her 
interest in writing showed 
dedication in every arti-
cle she wrote.  Ms. Del 
Cristo noticed this effort 
and gave her the title of 
Editor-in-Chief .  She said 
she enjoys her job as an 
editor and that journalism 
as a whole has taught her 
about time management 
and responsibility. This 
leadership position has 
helped her learn how im-
portant deadlines can be.
“Ms. Del Cristo chose me 
to be an editor, and I think 
it’s because of the effort I 

put in.” stated Isabella

 With not much 
free time, Isabella still 
attends many extra-cur-
ricular activities.  One of 
these is dance.  Formerly 
a competitive dancer she 
is still able to enjoy the 
sport as a member and 
captain of the GCHS 
Shark Dancers.  The 
demands of school did not 
deter her love of dance.  
Isabella also is part of a 
club called Reading Bud-
dies.  Reading Buddies is 
a tutoring program which 
helps younger students 
at Laurel Oak Elemen-
tary School.  Isabella 
helps these students with 
reading, and she said the 
students she worked with 
last year made a huge im-
provement throughout the 
year.  She has also been 
in National Honor Soci-
ety for two years aiding 
her focus on leadership, 
service, and character. 

 Regarding school 
and future plans, Isabella 

has applied to multiple 
Florida colleges, aiming 
towards Florida State 
University or the Univer-
sity of Tampa.  She plans 
to major in psychology 
and minor in criminology 
so she can obtain a career 
in Forensic Psychology.  
Isabella is considering 
joining a journalism club 
or a college newspaper.

 At home, she is 
the oldest of three sib-
lings, she has a younger 
sister who is a sopho-
more at Gulf Coast and a 
younger brother who is in 
eighth grade at Oakridge 
Middle School.  She said 
her family has a new 
tradition where they travel 
out of state on the 26th 
of December and spend 
some time with family or 
just go on a small vaca-
tion.

“If I could explain jour-
nalism in one word, it 
would be ‘responsibili-
ty’.”
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